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Today, expect partly cloudy skies,
with a high around 80 and a low
near 66, according to the National
Weather Service in Miami. Winds
will be from the northeast at 15-20
knots. The marine forecast calls for
seas of 6-8 feet near shore.
Intracoastal waters will be choppy in
exposed areas. High tides at the Lake
Worth Inlet will occur at 10:32 a.m.
and 11:14 p.m.; low tides at 4:42
a.m. and 4:42 p.m. Sunrise: 6:43 a.m.
Sunset: 7:52 p.m.
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Palm Beacher named to Bush panel on disabilities
By DAVID ROGERS

Daily News Staff Writer                

President Bush has appoint-
ed Harris Hollin of Palm Beach,
a former pharmaceutical compa-
ny executive and founder of the
Conquer Fragile X Foundation,
to The President’s Committee
for People with Intellectual Dis-
abilities.

Hollin joins 20 other civilian
members, including researchers

and academicians, and 13 mem-
bers of the Cabinet, on the advi-
sory committee. The board ad-
vises the president on
intellectual disabilities and the
needs of those with such condi-
tions. Members are typically ap-
pointed for a year, then reap-
pointed for a two-year term, he
said.

Hollin, 74, said he wants to
use the appointment to the na-
tional board to learn more about

intellectual disabilities in gener-
al and to raise awareness of frag-
ile X, the most common inherit-
ed cause of mental retardation.
The committee meets quarterly,
not including subcommittee
meetings, he said.

Fragile X refers to a muta-
tion on the X chromosome that
causes it to overproduce a gene.
The malfunction and the chemi-

Fragile X foundation founder aims for treatment, awareness for disorder.

Please see HOLLIN, Page A16

Harris Hollin, founder
of the Conquer Fragile
X Foundation, was
appointed by President
Bush to The
President’s Committee
for People with
Intellectual
Disabilities. One of
Hollin’s grandsons was
diagnosed with fragile
X-associated mental
retardation.
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By WILLIAM KELLY
Daily News Staff Writer                     

The renourishment of Phipps
Ocean Park is complete and the con-
tractor finished grading sand on the
new beach this week, a town official
said Friday.

The beach has been open to the
public for about three weeks, but the
park’s north parking lot has been
closed because that’s where contrac-
tor Bean Stuyvesant staged its equip-
ment. The contractor was expected to
remove the equipment and open the
lot to the public Monday, said Palm
Beach Coastal Projects Administrator
Sandra Tate.

The south parking lot, which
serves the tennis courts, never closed.

The dry beach, or the portion
west of the mean high-water mark, is
now 180 feet wide, Tate said. The
beach is at an elevation of 9 feet
above sea level, about double what it
was before, Tate said.

During the $7.8 million project,
Bean dumped 1.1 million cubic yards
of dredged sand along 1.44 miles of
eroded shoreline between the north-
ern boundary of Phipps and the Am-
bassador II condominium, 2780 S.
Ocean Blvd. The work began in Feb-
ruary.

From Sloan’s Curve to the bound-

ary of R.G. Kreusler Park, and from
just south of Lake Worth Beach
southward to the Atriums II condo-
minium at 3400 S. Ocean Blvd., the
town has rebuilt the sand dunes,
which were damaged by the hurri-
canes. The dunes are now 25 feet wide
and 16 feet high in elevation, Tate
said.

Tate said two loggerhead nests
have been found, one just south of the
Lake Worth Pier and another near
Sloan’s Curve. One leatherback nest
has been found on the new beach in
Phipps Ocean Park, she said.

Meanwhile, the town, working un-
der a state grant for removal of inva-
sive species, has cut down the Austra-

Please see BEACH, Page A5

Phipps renourishment: It’s a wrap

Town also rebuilds storm-damaged dunes
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Law Week to offer seminars, debut Elder Law feature
By MICHELE DARGAN

Daily News Staff Writer                

End-of-life and other legal is-
sues facing the elderly will be
among the free programs offered
during the Palm Beach County
Bar Association’s Law Week,
which begins Monday.

A new feature this year, the
half-day program on Elder Law,
will cover Do Not Resuscitate
orders, powers of attorney, es-

tate planning, living wills,
changes in Medicare, nursing
home and assisted living facility
selection, among other topics,
said Kimberly Rommel-Enright,
Law Week chairwoman. Even
people who are not yet elderly
will benefit from issues ad-
dressed at the seminar, she said.

“With the recent highly pub-
licized [Terri] Schiavo case, it
becomes necessary to educate
the public on advance directives

— living wills, health-care surro-
gates and power of attorney,”
Rommel-Enright said. “Because
of the large number of elderly
residents in Palm Beach County,
these issues, as well as others,
require greater attention. It’s
important for all of us, but espe-
cially for that community. Ev-

erybody should have a will. Ev-
erybody should have advanced
directives. But these types of is-
sues weigh more heavily on the
minds of an elder population.”

Other free seminars sched-
uled are Homeowner and Condo
Law, Small Claims/Mediation
and Family Law. Reservations
are needed for the seminars.

The free programs include
Ask-A-Lawyer, where people
can ask legal questions in per-

son, and Dial-A-Lawyer, where
attorneys will answer questions
by phone.

The Law Day luncheon, open
only to lawyers and judges, will
be held at 11:45 a.m. Friday at
the Kravis Center’s Cohen Pavil-
ion. Guest speaker will be CNN
legal analyst and New Yorker
staff writer Jeffrey Toobin.

Based in CNN’s New York

Please see LAW WEEK, Page A12 
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By DAVID ROGERS
Daily News Staff Writer                                         

A new report by the nonprofit First Responders Coa-
lition concludes that Florida has a better system in place
than some other states to allow police, paramedics and
other emergency personnel to communicate with one
another when hurricanes strike.

But there is still room for improvement, according to
“The Imminent Storm 2006: Vulnerable Emergency
Communications in Eight Hurricane Prone States.”

In the report, issued last week, the organization says
Alabama, Louisiana and Mississippi have a long way to
go toward communications system interoperability.

Florida is farther along than those states. After Hur-
ricane Andrew devastated the Miami/Homestead area
in 1992, Florida initiated a project to allow dispatch cen-
ters to communicate with one another. The state’s mutu-
al aid channels provide radio service to first responders
operating out of their local systems.

And, the Statewide Law Enforcement Radio System
in place covers 98 percent of Florida, and up to 25 miles
offshore, according to the report.

One of the organization’s goals is to prod the federal
government to increase funding to make the communi-
cation systems for local and state first responder agen-
cies interoperable, or compatible, with one another. The
report claims the effort is being hindered by agency turf
battles and the inability of some municipalities to pay
for new equipment.

The weaknesses in Florida’s system, according to the
report, are that the statewide system links only state
agencies while cities and towns have to rely on their
own systems.

Please see DISASTER, Page A12                      

Nonprofit group says Florida in the lead
among hurricane-prone states in
developing interoperable radio systems.
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said.
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Fragile X foundation founder aims for treatment, awareness for disorder.
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The renourishment of Phipps
Ocean Park is complete and the con-
tractor finished grading sand on the
new beach this week, a town official
said Friday.

The beach has been open to the
public for about three weeks, but the
park’s north parking lot has been
closed because that’s where contrac-
tor Bean Stuyvesant staged its equip-
ment. The contractor was expected to
remove the equipment and open the
lot to the public Monday, said Palm
Beach Coastal Projects Administrator
Sandra Tate.

The south parking lot, which
serves the tennis courts, never closed.

The dry beach, or the portion
west of the mean high-water mark, is
now 180 feet wide, Tate said. The
beach is at an elevation of 9 feet
above sea level, about double what it
was before, Tate said.

During the $7.8 million project,
Bean dumped 1.1 million cubic yards
of dredged sand along 1.44 miles of
eroded shoreline between the north-
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Ocean Blvd. The work began in Feb-
ruary.

From Sloan’s Curve to the bound-

ary of R.G. Kreusler Park, and from
just south of Lake Worth Beach
southward to the Atriums II condo-
minium at 3400 S. Ocean Blvd., the
town has rebuilt the sand dunes,
which were damaged by the hurri-
canes. The dunes are now 25 feet wide
and 16 feet high in elevation, Tate
said.

Tate said two loggerhead nests
have been found, one just south of the
Lake Worth Pier and another near
Sloan’s Curve. One leatherback nest
has been found on the new beach in
Phipps Ocean Park, she said.
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End-of-life and other legal is-
sues facing the elderly will be
among the free programs offered
during the Palm Beach County
Bar Association’s Law Week,
which begins Monday.

A new feature this year, the
half-day program on Elder Law,
will cover Do Not Resuscitate
orders, powers of attorney, es-

tate planning, living wills,
changes in Medicare, nursing
home and assisted living facility
selection, among other topics,
said Kimberly Rommel-Enright,
Law Week chairwoman. Even
people who are not yet elderly
will benefit from issues ad-
dressed at the seminar, she said.

“With the recent highly pub-
licized [Terri] Schiavo case, it
becomes necessary to educate
the public on advance directives

— living wills, health-care surro-
gates and power of attorney,”
Rommel-Enright said. “Because
of the large number of elderly
residents in Palm Beach County,
these issues, as well as others,
require greater attention. It’s
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cially for that community. Ev-

erybody should have a will. Ev-
erybody should have advanced
directives. But these types of is-
sues weigh more heavily on the
minds of an elder population.”

Other free seminars sched-
uled are Homeowner and Condo
Law, Small Claims/Mediation
and Family Law. Reservations
are needed for the seminars.

The free programs include
Ask-A-Lawyer, where people
can ask legal questions in per-

son, and Dial-A-Lawyer, where
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The Law Day luncheon, open
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A new report by the nonprofit First Responders Coa-
lition concludes that Florida has a better system in place
than some other states to allow police, paramedics and
other emergency personnel to communicate with one
another when hurricanes strike.

But there is still room for improvement, according to
“The Imminent Storm 2006: Vulnerable Emergency
Communications in Eight Hurricane Prone States.”

In the report, issued last week, the organization says
Alabama, Louisiana and Mississippi have a long way to
go toward communications system interoperability.

Florida is farther along than those states. After Hur-
ricane Andrew devastated the Miami/Homestead area
in 1992, Florida initiated a project to allow dispatch cen-
ters to communicate with one another. The state’s mutu-
al aid channels provide radio service to first responders
operating out of their local systems.

And, the Statewide Law Enforcement Radio System
in place covers 98 percent of Florida, and up to 25 miles
offshore, according to the report.

One of the organization’s goals is to prod the federal
government to increase funding to make the communi-
cation systems for local and state first responder agen-
cies interoperable, or compatible, with one another. The
report claims the effort is being hindered by agency turf
battles and the inability of some municipalities to pay
for new equipment.

The weaknesses in Florida’s system, according to the
report, are that the statewide system links only state
agencies while cities and towns have to rely on their
own systems.
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Nonprofit group says Florida in the lead
among hurricane-prone states in
developing interoperable radio systems.
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Today, expect partly cloudy skies,
with a high around 80 and a low
near 66, according to the National
Weather Service in Miami. Winds
will be from the northeast at 15-20
knots. The marine forecast calls for
seas of 6-8 feet near shore.
Intracoastal waters will be choppy in
exposed areas. High tides at the Lake
Worth Inlet will occur at 10:32 a.m.
and 11:14 p.m.; low tides at 4:42
a.m. and 4:42 p.m. Sunrise: 6:43 a.m.
Sunset: 7:52 p.m.
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Palm Beacher named to Bush panel on disabilities
By DAVID ROGERS

Daily News Staff Writer                

President Bush has appoint-
ed Harris Hollin of Palm Beach,
a former pharmaceutical compa-
ny executive and founder of the
Conquer Fragile X Foundation,
to The President’s Committee
for People with Intellectual Dis-
abilities.

Hollin joins 20 other civilian
members, including researchers

and academicians, and 13 mem-
bers of the Cabinet, on the advi-
sory committee. The board ad-
vises the president on
intellectual disabilities and the
needs of those with such condi-
tions. Members are typically ap-
pointed for a year, then reap-
pointed for a two-year term, he
said.

Hollin, 74, said he wants to
use the appointment to the na-
tional board to learn more about

intellectual disabilities in gener-
al and to raise awareness of frag-
ile X, the most common inherit-
ed cause of mental retardation.
The committee meets quarterly,
not including subcommittee
meetings, he said.

Fragile X refers to a muta-
tion on the X chromosome that
causes it to overproduce a gene.
The malfunction and the chemi-

Fragile X foundation founder aims for treatment, awareness for disorder.

Please see HOLLIN, Page A16

Harris Hollin, founder
of the Conquer Fragile
X Foundation, was
appointed by President
Bush to The
President’s Committee
for People with
Intellectual
Disabilities. One of
Hollin’s grandsons was
diagnosed with fragile
X-associated mental
retardation.
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By WILLIAM KELLY
Daily News Staff Writer                     

The renourishment of Phipps
Ocean Park is complete and the con-
tractor finished grading sand on the
new beach this week, a town official
said Friday.

The beach has been open to the
public for about three weeks, but the
park’s north parking lot has been
closed because that’s where contrac-
tor Bean Stuyvesant staged its equip-
ment. The contractor was expected to
remove the equipment and open the
lot to the public Monday, said Palm
Beach Coastal Projects Administrator
Sandra Tate.

The south parking lot, which
serves the tennis courts, never closed.

The dry beach, or the portion
west of the mean high-water mark, is
now 180 feet wide, Tate said. The
beach is at an elevation of 9 feet
above sea level, about double what it
was before, Tate said.

During the $7.8 million project,
Bean dumped 1.1 million cubic yards
of dredged sand along 1.44 miles of
eroded shoreline between the north-
ern boundary of Phipps and the Am-
bassador II condominium, 2780 S.
Ocean Blvd. The work began in Feb-
ruary.

From Sloan’s Curve to the bound-

ary of R.G. Kreusler Park, and from
just south of Lake Worth Beach
southward to the Atriums II condo-
minium at 3400 S. Ocean Blvd., the
town has rebuilt the sand dunes,
which were damaged by the hurri-
canes. The dunes are now 25 feet wide
and 16 feet high in elevation, Tate
said.

Tate said two loggerhead nests
have been found, one just south of the
Lake Worth Pier and another near
Sloan’s Curve. One leatherback nest
has been found on the new beach in
Phipps Ocean Park, she said.

Meanwhile, the town, working un-
der a state grant for removal of inva-
sive species, has cut down the Austra-

Please see BEACH, Page A5

Phipps renourishment: It’s a wrap
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Law Week to offer seminars, debut Elder Law feature
By MICHELE DARGAN

Daily News Staff Writer                

End-of-life and other legal is-
sues facing the elderly will be
among the free programs offered
during the Palm Beach County
Bar Association’s Law Week,
which begins Monday.

A new feature this year, the
half-day program on Elder Law,
will cover Do Not Resuscitate
orders, powers of attorney, es-

tate planning, living wills,
changes in Medicare, nursing
home and assisted living facility
selection, among other topics,
said Kimberly Rommel-Enright,
Law Week chairwoman. Even
people who are not yet elderly
will benefit from issues ad-
dressed at the seminar, she said.

“With the recent highly pub-
licized [Terri] Schiavo case, it
becomes necessary to educate
the public on advance directives

— living wills, health-care surro-
gates and power of attorney,”
Rommel-Enright said. “Because
of the large number of elderly
residents in Palm Beach County,
these issues, as well as others,
require greater attention. It’s
important for all of us, but espe-
cially for that community. Ev-

erybody should have a will. Ev-
erybody should have advanced
directives. But these types of is-
sues weigh more heavily on the
minds of an elder population.”

Other free seminars sched-
uled are Homeowner and Condo
Law, Small Claims/Mediation
and Family Law. Reservations
are needed for the seminars.

The free programs include
Ask-A-Lawyer, where people
can ask legal questions in per-

son, and Dial-A-Lawyer, where
attorneys will answer questions
by phone.

The Law Day luncheon, open
only to lawyers and judges, will
be held at 11:45 a.m. Friday at
the Kravis Center’s Cohen Pavil-
ion. Guest speaker will be CNN
legal analyst and New Yorker
staff writer Jeffrey Toobin.

Based in CNN’s New York

Please see LAW WEEK, Page A12 
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Report:
Improve
responder
network

By DAVID ROGERS
Daily News Staff Writer                                         

A new report by the nonprofit First Responders Coa-
lition concludes that Florida has a better system in place
than some other states to allow police, paramedics and
other emergency personnel to communicate with one
another when hurricanes strike.

But there is still room for improvement, according to
“The Imminent Storm 2006: Vulnerable Emergency
Communications in Eight Hurricane Prone States.”

In the report, issued last week, the organization says
Alabama, Louisiana and Mississippi have a long way to
go toward communications system interoperability.

Florida is farther along than those states. After Hur-
ricane Andrew devastated the Miami/Homestead area
in 1992, Florida initiated a project to allow dispatch cen-
ters to communicate with one another. The state’s mutu-
al aid channels provide radio service to first responders
operating out of their local systems.

And, the Statewide Law Enforcement Radio System
in place covers 98 percent of Florida, and up to 25 miles
offshore, according to the report.

One of the organization’s goals is to prod the federal
government to increase funding to make the communi-
cation systems for local and state first responder agen-
cies interoperable, or compatible, with one another. The
report claims the effort is being hindered by agency turf
battles and the inability of some municipalities to pay
for new equipment.

The weaknesses in Florida’s system, according to the
report, are that the statewide system links only state
agencies while cities and towns have to rely on their
own systems.

Please see DISASTER, Page A12                      

Nonprofit group says Florida in the lead
among hurricane-prone states in
developing interoperable radio systems.
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with a high around 80 and a low
near 66, according to the National
Weather Service in Miami. Winds
will be from the northeast at 15-20
knots. The marine forecast calls for
seas of 6-8 feet near shore.
Intracoastal waters will be choppy in
exposed areas. High tides at the Lake
Worth Inlet will occur at 10:32 a.m.
and 11:14 p.m.; low tides at 4:42
a.m. and 4:42 p.m. Sunrise: 6:43 a.m.
Sunset: 7:52 p.m.

Established 1897 THE SHINY SHEET® SUNDAY, APRIL 30, 2006
PalmBeachDailyNews.com

Palm Beach Daily News
38 Pages     75 cents

WINE TIME
The Grape Wine

Bar and Wine
Seller, opening

Saturday at
Downtown at the
Gardens, will let

patrons sample
vino by the glass,

half-glass or
bottle.

Small-plate fare
is also on the

menu. A10

CYANMAGENTAYELLOWBLACK A1 FINAL

Palm Beacher named to Bush panel on disabilities
By DAVID ROGERS

Daily News Staff Writer                

President Bush has appoint-
ed Harris Hollin of Palm Beach,
a former pharmaceutical compa-
ny executive and founder of the
Conquer Fragile X Foundation,
to The President’s Committee
for People with Intellectual Dis-
abilities.

Hollin joins 20 other civilian
members, including researchers

and academicians, and 13 mem-
bers of the Cabinet, on the advi-
sory committee. The board ad-
vises the president on
intellectual disabilities and the
needs of those with such condi-
tions. Members are typically ap-
pointed for a year, then reap-
pointed for a two-year term, he
said.

Hollin, 74, said he wants to
use the appointment to the na-
tional board to learn more about

intellectual disabilities in gener-
al and to raise awareness of frag-
ile X, the most common inherit-
ed cause of mental retardation.
The committee meets quarterly,
not including subcommittee
meetings, he said.

Fragile X refers to a muta-
tion on the X chromosome that
causes it to overproduce a gene.
The malfunction and the chemi-

Fragile X foundation founder aims for treatment, awareness for disorder.

Please see HOLLIN, Page A16

Harris Hollin, founder
of the Conquer Fragile
X Foundation, was
appointed by President
Bush to The
President’s Committee
for People with
Intellectual
Disabilities. One of
Hollin’s grandsons was
diagnosed with fragile
X-associated mental
retardation.
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by Greer Gattuso

By WILLIAM KELLY
Daily News Staff Writer                     

The renourishment of Phipps
Ocean Park is complete and the con-
tractor finished grading sand on the
new beach this week, a town official
said Friday.

The beach has been open to the
public for about three weeks, but the
park’s north parking lot has been
closed because that’s where contrac-
tor Bean Stuyvesant staged its equip-
ment. The contractor was expected to
remove the equipment and open the
lot to the public Monday, said Palm
Beach Coastal Projects Administrator
Sandra Tate.

The south parking lot, which
serves the tennis courts, never closed.

The dry beach, or the portion
west of the mean high-water mark, is
now 180 feet wide, Tate said. The
beach is at an elevation of 9 feet
above sea level, about double what it
was before, Tate said.

During the $7.8 million project,
Bean dumped 1.1 million cubic yards
of dredged sand along 1.44 miles of
eroded shoreline between the north-
ern boundary of Phipps and the Am-
bassador II condominium, 2780 S.
Ocean Blvd. The work began in Feb-
ruary.

From Sloan’s Curve to the bound-

ary of R.G. Kreusler Park, and from
just south of Lake Worth Beach
southward to the Atriums II condo-
minium at 3400 S. Ocean Blvd., the
town has rebuilt the sand dunes,
which were damaged by the hurri-
canes. The dunes are now 25 feet wide
and 16 feet high in elevation, Tate
said.

Tate said two loggerhead nests
have been found, one just south of the
Lake Worth Pier and another near
Sloan’s Curve. One leatherback nest
has been found on the new beach in
Phipps Ocean Park, she said.

Meanwhile, the town, working un-
der a state grant for removal of inva-
sive species, has cut down the Austra-
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Toobin
CNN legal analyst.

Law Week to offer seminars, debut Elder Law feature
By MICHELE DARGAN

Daily News Staff Writer                

End-of-life and other legal is-
sues facing the elderly will be
among the free programs offered
during the Palm Beach County
Bar Association’s Law Week,
which begins Monday.

A new feature this year, the
half-day program on Elder Law,
will cover Do Not Resuscitate
orders, powers of attorney, es-

tate planning, living wills,
changes in Medicare, nursing
home and assisted living facility
selection, among other topics,
said Kimberly Rommel-Enright,
Law Week chairwoman. Even
people who are not yet elderly
will benefit from issues ad-
dressed at the seminar, she said.

“With the recent highly pub-
licized [Terri] Schiavo case, it
becomes necessary to educate
the public on advance directives

— living wills, health-care surro-
gates and power of attorney,”
Rommel-Enright said. “Because
of the large number of elderly
residents in Palm Beach County,
these issues, as well as others,
require greater attention. It’s
important for all of us, but espe-
cially for that community. Ev-

erybody should have a will. Ev-
erybody should have advanced
directives. But these types of is-
sues weigh more heavily on the
minds of an elder population.”

Other free seminars sched-
uled are Homeowner and Condo
Law, Small Claims/Mediation
and Family Law. Reservations
are needed for the seminars.

The free programs include
Ask-A-Lawyer, where people
can ask legal questions in per-

son, and Dial-A-Lawyer, where
attorneys will answer questions
by phone.

The Law Day luncheon, open
only to lawyers and judges, will
be held at 11:45 a.m. Friday at
the Kravis Center’s Cohen Pavil-
ion. Guest speaker will be CNN
legal analyst and New Yorker
staff writer Jeffrey Toobin.

Based in CNN’s New York
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By DAVID ROGERS
Daily News Staff Writer                                         

A new report by the nonprofit First Responders Coa-
lition concludes that Florida has a better system in place
than some other states to allow police, paramedics and
other emergency personnel to communicate with one
another when hurricanes strike.

But there is still room for improvement, according to
“The Imminent Storm 2006: Vulnerable Emergency
Communications in Eight Hurricane Prone States.”

In the report, issued last week, the organization says
Alabama, Louisiana and Mississippi have a long way to
go toward communications system interoperability.

Florida is farther along than those states. After Hur-
ricane Andrew devastated the Miami/Homestead area
in 1992, Florida initiated a project to allow dispatch cen-
ters to communicate with one another. The state’s mutu-
al aid channels provide radio service to first responders
operating out of their local systems.

And, the Statewide Law Enforcement Radio System
in place covers 98 percent of Florida, and up to 25 miles
offshore, according to the report.

One of the organization’s goals is to prod the federal
government to increase funding to make the communi-
cation systems for local and state first responder agen-
cies interoperable, or compatible, with one another. The
report claims the effort is being hindered by agency turf
battles and the inability of some municipalities to pay
for new equipment.

The weaknesses in Florida’s system, according to the
report, are that the statewide system links only state
agencies while cities and towns have to rely on their
own systems.

Please see DISASTER, Page A12                      

Nonprofit group says Florida in the lead
among hurricane-prone states in
developing interoperable radio systems.

   President Bush has appointed 
Harris Hollin of Palm Beach, 
a former pharmaceutical com-
pany executive and founder of 
the Conquer Fragile X Foun-
dation, to The President’s 
Committee for People with 
Intellectual Disabilities.
   Hollin joins 20 other civilian 
members, including research-
ers and academicians, and 13 
members of the Cabinet, on 
the advisory committee. The 
board advises the president on 
intellectual disabilities and the 
needs of those with such con-
ditions. Members are typically 
appointed for a year, then re-
appointed for a two-year term, 
he said.
   Hollin, 74, said he wants 
to use the appointment to the 
national board to learn more 
about intellectual disabilities 
in general and to raise aware-
ness of fragile X, the most 
common inherited cause of 
mental retardation. The com-
mittee meets quarterly, not in-
cluding subcommittee meet-
ings, he said.
   Fragile X refers to a muta-
tion on the X chromosome 
that causes it to overproduce a 
gene. The malfunction and the 
chemical reaction that halts it 
reduce the protein required 
for normal cell development. 
That in turn hinders memory 

and the ability to learn.
   A less severe form of the 
genetic malfunction is re-
sponsible for tremor-ataxia 
syndrome, which primarily 
affects men 50 and older, and 
for ovarian failure in women 
younger than 40.

   ‘Happy child’

   Doctors diagnosed fragile 
X-associated mental retar-
dation in one of Hollin’s 
grandsons, Matthew, when 
Matthew was 18 months old. 
Scientists had only identified 
the fragile X gene and cre-
ated a test for it the previous 
year, in 1991.
   Matthew, now 13, lives in 
Lower Merion Township, 
a suburb of Philadelphia, 
along with much of Hollin’s 
immediate family. Matthew 
is full of joy and life, Hollin 
said.
   “You can’t help but feel 
good when you are around 
him,” Hollin said. “You feel 
sad because he is so limited, 
and will be, unless we are 
able to help him. But he is 
a happy child in the scope 
of what he understands and 
what he can do.”
   Taking care of a child who 
has a developmental disabil-
ity is not easy, but the experi-
ence has had a positive side, 
said Sande Hollin, Harris 

Hollin’s wife and Matthew’s 
grandmother.
   “I think I have more under-
standing of what it means to 
be handicapped in this world 
and what a person struggles 
through, not just the child, but 
the whole family,” Sande Hol-
lin said. Schools are teaching 
children to understand disabili-
ties, which helps create a more 
welcoming atmosphere for the 
disabled, she said.

   Aids research

   Hollin founded the Conquer 
Fragile X Foundation in 1999. 
Its grants, typically between 
$1,000 and $30,000, help fund 
initial research so scientists 
can secure much larger federal 
grants. The foundation’s grants 
have resulted in about $8 mil-
lion in fragile X research, he 
said.
   Hollin said he would not have 
wished that a grandchild of his 
be mentally impaired, but said 
the situation is not a tragedy 

when compared to other pos-
sible problems.
   “Having said that, it does 
change your life and the life 
of your family forever, be-
cause these children live a 
normal life span, but they are 
a concern forever because 
they can’t live independently,” 
Hollin said. “Our goal with the 
research is at least to get the 
apparent children that have it 
to the point that they can live 
independently.”
   The foundation is broad-
ening its scope by raising 
funds for fragile X research 
at Scripps Florida, in addition 
to funding projects elsewhere 
in the world, said Karen Fay, 
president of Conquer Fragile 
X (www.cfxf.org).
   Discoveries could lead to 
medication that greatly in-
creases the cognitive ability 
of people who are mentally 
retarded as a result of fragile 
X, Fay said.

   -  drogers @pbdailynews.com

Harris Hollin, founder 
of the Conquer Fragile 
X Foundation, was 
appointed by President 
Bush to The President’s 
Committee for People 
with Intellectual Dis-
abilities. One of Hollin’s 
grandsons was di-
agnosed with fragile 
X-associated mental 
retardation.
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Today, expect partly cloudy skies,
with a high around 80 and a low
near 66, according to the National
Weather Service in Miami. Winds
will be from the northeast at 15-20
knots. The marine forecast calls for
seas of 6-8 feet near shore.
Intracoastal waters will be choppy in
exposed areas. High tides at the Lake
Worth Inlet will occur at 10:32 a.m.
and 11:14 p.m.; low tides at 4:42
a.m. and 4:42 p.m. Sunrise: 6:43 a.m.
Sunset: 7:52 p.m.
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Palm Beacher named to Bush panel on disabilities
By DAVID ROGERS

Daily News Staff Writer                

President Bush has appoint-
ed Harris Hollin of Palm Beach,
a former pharmaceutical compa-
ny executive and founder of the
Conquer Fragile X Foundation,
to The President’s Committee
for People with Intellectual Dis-
abilities.

Hollin joins 20 other civilian
members, including researchers

and academicians, and 13 mem-
bers of the Cabinet, on the advi-
sory committee. The board ad-
vises the president on
intellectual disabilities and the
needs of those with such condi-
tions. Members are typically ap-
pointed for a year, then reap-
pointed for a two-year term, he
said.

Hollin, 74, said he wants to
use the appointment to the na-
tional board to learn more about

intellectual disabilities in gener-
al and to raise awareness of frag-
ile X, the most common inherit-
ed cause of mental retardation.
The committee meets quarterly,
not including subcommittee
meetings, he said.

Fragile X refers to a muta-
tion on the X chromosome that
causes it to overproduce a gene.
The malfunction and the chemi-

Fragile X foundation founder aims for treatment, awareness for disorder.
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Harris Hollin, founder
of the Conquer Fragile
X Foundation, was
appointed by President
Bush to The
President’s Committee
for People with
Intellectual
Disabilities. One of
Hollin’s grandsons was
diagnosed with fragile
X-associated mental
retardation.
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By WILLIAM KELLY
Daily News Staff Writer                     

The renourishment of Phipps
Ocean Park is complete and the con-
tractor finished grading sand on the
new beach this week, a town official
said Friday.

The beach has been open to the
public for about three weeks, but the
park’s north parking lot has been
closed because that’s where contrac-
tor Bean Stuyvesant staged its equip-
ment. The contractor was expected to
remove the equipment and open the
lot to the public Monday, said Palm
Beach Coastal Projects Administrator
Sandra Tate.

The south parking lot, which
serves the tennis courts, never closed.

The dry beach, or the portion
west of the mean high-water mark, is
now 180 feet wide, Tate said. The
beach is at an elevation of 9 feet
above sea level, about double what it
was before, Tate said.

During the $7.8 million project,
Bean dumped 1.1 million cubic yards
of dredged sand along 1.44 miles of
eroded shoreline between the north-
ern boundary of Phipps and the Am-
bassador II condominium, 2780 S.
Ocean Blvd. The work began in Feb-
ruary.

From Sloan’s Curve to the bound-

ary of R.G. Kreusler Park, and from
just south of Lake Worth Beach
southward to the Atriums II condo-
minium at 3400 S. Ocean Blvd., the
town has rebuilt the sand dunes,
which were damaged by the hurri-
canes. The dunes are now 25 feet wide
and 16 feet high in elevation, Tate
said.

Tate said two loggerhead nests
have been found, one just south of the
Lake Worth Pier and another near
Sloan’s Curve. One leatherback nest
has been found on the new beach in
Phipps Ocean Park, she said.

Meanwhile, the town, working un-
der a state grant for removal of inva-
sive species, has cut down the Austra-

Please see BEACH, Page A5

Phipps renourishment: It’s a wrap

Town also rebuilds storm-damaged dunes
Above: A

woman walks
along the

recently
replenished

beach at Phipps
Ocean Park. The

dry beach, or
the portion
west of the

mean
high-water

mark, is now
180 feet wide.

Daily News
Photo by

Jeffrey Langlois

_____
South End dune work
resumes Page A5
__________________________________________________

Toobin
CNN legal analyst.

Law Week to offer seminars, debut Elder Law feature
By MICHELE DARGAN

Daily News Staff Writer                

End-of-life and other legal is-
sues facing the elderly will be
among the free programs offered
during the Palm Beach County
Bar Association’s Law Week,
which begins Monday.

A new feature this year, the
half-day program on Elder Law,
will cover Do Not Resuscitate
orders, powers of attorney, es-

tate planning, living wills,
changes in Medicare, nursing
home and assisted living facility
selection, among other topics,
said Kimberly Rommel-Enright,
Law Week chairwoman. Even
people who are not yet elderly
will benefit from issues ad-
dressed at the seminar, she said.

“With the recent highly pub-
licized [Terri] Schiavo case, it
becomes necessary to educate
the public on advance directives

— living wills, health-care surro-
gates and power of attorney,”
Rommel-Enright said. “Because
of the large number of elderly
residents in Palm Beach County,
these issues, as well as others,
require greater attention. It’s
important for all of us, but espe-
cially for that community. Ev-

erybody should have a will. Ev-
erybody should have advanced
directives. But these types of is-
sues weigh more heavily on the
minds of an elder population.”

Other free seminars sched-
uled are Homeowner and Condo
Law, Small Claims/Mediation
and Family Law. Reservations
are needed for the seminars.

The free programs include
Ask-A-Lawyer, where people
can ask legal questions in per-

son, and Dial-A-Lawyer, where
attorneys will answer questions
by phone.

The Law Day luncheon, open
only to lawyers and judges, will
be held at 11:45 a.m. Friday at
the Kravis Center’s Cohen Pavil-
ion. Guest speaker will be CNN
legal analyst and New Yorker
staff writer Jeffrey Toobin.

Based in CNN’s New York

Please see LAW WEEK, Page A12 
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Report:
Improve
responder
network

By DAVID ROGERS
Daily News Staff Writer                                         

A new report by the nonprofit First Responders Coa-
lition concludes that Florida has a better system in place
than some other states to allow police, paramedics and
other emergency personnel to communicate with one
another when hurricanes strike.

But there is still room for improvement, according to
“The Imminent Storm 2006: Vulnerable Emergency
Communications in Eight Hurricane Prone States.”

In the report, issued last week, the organization says
Alabama, Louisiana and Mississippi have a long way to
go toward communications system interoperability.

Florida is farther along than those states. After Hur-
ricane Andrew devastated the Miami/Homestead area
in 1992, Florida initiated a project to allow dispatch cen-
ters to communicate with one another. The state’s mutu-
al aid channels provide radio service to first responders
operating out of their local systems.

And, the Statewide Law Enforcement Radio System
in place covers 98 percent of Florida, and up to 25 miles
offshore, according to the report.

One of the organization’s goals is to prod the federal
government to increase funding to make the communi-
cation systems for local and state first responder agen-
cies interoperable, or compatible, with one another. The
report claims the effort is being hindered by agency turf
battles and the inability of some municipalities to pay
for new equipment.

The weaknesses in Florida’s system, according to the
report, are that the statewide system links only state
agencies while cities and towns have to rely on their
own systems.

Please see DISASTER, Page A12                      

Nonprofit group says Florida in the lead
among hurricane-prone states in
developing interoperable radio systems.
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Palm Beacher named to Bush panel on disabilities
By DAVID ROGERS

Daily News Staff Writer                

President Bush has appoint-
ed Harris Hollin of Palm Beach,
a former pharmaceutical compa-
ny executive and founder of the
Conquer Fragile X Foundation,
to The President’s Committee
for People with Intellectual Dis-
abilities.

Hollin joins 20 other civilian
members, including researchers

and academicians, and 13 mem-
bers of the Cabinet, on the advi-
sory committee. The board ad-
vises the president on
intellectual disabilities and the
needs of those with such condi-
tions. Members are typically ap-
pointed for a year, then reap-
pointed for a two-year term, he
said.

Hollin, 74, said he wants to
use the appointment to the na-
tional board to learn more about

intellectual disabilities in gener-
al and to raise awareness of frag-
ile X, the most common inherit-
ed cause of mental retardation.
The committee meets quarterly,
not including subcommittee
meetings, he said.

Fragile X refers to a muta-
tion on the X chromosome that
causes it to overproduce a gene.
The malfunction and the chemi-

Fragile X foundation founder aims for treatment, awareness for disorder.

Please see HOLLIN, Page A16

Harris Hollin, founder
of the Conquer Fragile
X Foundation, was
appointed by President
Bush to The
President’s Committee
for People with
Intellectual
Disabilities. One of
Hollin’s grandsons was
diagnosed with fragile
X-associated mental
retardation.
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By WILLIAM KELLY
Daily News Staff Writer                     

The renourishment of Phipps
Ocean Park is complete and the con-
tractor finished grading sand on the
new beach this week, a town official
said Friday.

The beach has been open to the
public for about three weeks, but the
park’s north parking lot has been
closed because that’s where contrac-
tor Bean Stuyvesant staged its equip-
ment. The contractor was expected to
remove the equipment and open the
lot to the public Monday, said Palm
Beach Coastal Projects Administrator
Sandra Tate.

The south parking lot, which
serves the tennis courts, never closed.

The dry beach, or the portion
west of the mean high-water mark, is
now 180 feet wide, Tate said. The
beach is at an elevation of 9 feet
above sea level, about double what it
was before, Tate said.

During the $7.8 million project,
Bean dumped 1.1 million cubic yards
of dredged sand along 1.44 miles of
eroded shoreline between the north-
ern boundary of Phipps and the Am-
bassador II condominium, 2780 S.
Ocean Blvd. The work began in Feb-
ruary.

From Sloan’s Curve to the bound-

ary of R.G. Kreusler Park, and from
just south of Lake Worth Beach
southward to the Atriums II condo-
minium at 3400 S. Ocean Blvd., the
town has rebuilt the sand dunes,
which were damaged by the hurri-
canes. The dunes are now 25 feet wide
and 16 feet high in elevation, Tate
said.

Tate said two loggerhead nests
have been found, one just south of the
Lake Worth Pier and another near
Sloan’s Curve. One leatherback nest
has been found on the new beach in
Phipps Ocean Park, she said.

Meanwhile, the town, working un-
der a state grant for removal of inva-
sive species, has cut down the Austra-
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